[Molecular diagnosis of Duchenne/Becker muscular dystrophy in Venezuelan patients with the polymerase chain reaction].
Duchenne and Becker muscular dystrophy (DMD/BMD) are recessive X-linked neuromuscular diseases produced by allelic mutations in the human dystrophin gen. In the present study we determined the 14-deletion prone exons by multiplex PCR in 24 no related venezuelan patients with clinical diagnosis of DMD/BMD. We found 37% of intragenic deletions of which 77% were located at the "hot spot" deletion region that includes exons 44 to 55. The present study show that deletion frequency observed in venezuelan patients resembles some Asian populations and is lower than that observed in Europe and North America. The explanation of the low frequency detected in our patients is beyond the present study, but it is likely that different mutations, ocurring at other regions of the gene is determining a molecular heterogeneity of the DMD/BMD disease in Venezuela.